STUDENT ACTIVITIES A C A DE } ie ‘ } IEW TS I ETTE R 
FotLowinc the summer vacation, the regular schedule of student meetings 


has been resumed. Senior student members will meet on Wednesday even- 


ings, October 10 and 24, at 7:30 o'clock, and junior student members on Sat- Number 70 October, 1945 


urday afternoons, October 13 and 27, at 2:00 o'clock. The meetings will be 
held in Room 214, Simson African Hall. Two field trips will also be arranged, 
notices of which will be mailed to student members in due course. 

Saturday morning lectures open to all children will be held at 10:15 a.m. 
in Room 214, Simson African Hall, on October 6 and each Saturday there- 
after. The general topic will be, “Nature Around the World.” The speakers 
will be Miss Alice Mulford and Miss Joanne Taylor. This series will be illus- 


trated by slides and motion pictures. 
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Ofober Announcement 


THE REGULAR OCTOBER MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will 
be held in Room 214, Simson African Hall, on Wednesday afternoon, October 
3) 1945, at 3:00 o'clock. The speaker will be Dr. George S. Myers, Professor 
of Biology in Stanford University, who will take as his subject: 


Nature AND BioLocy IN BraAziL 

Dr. Myers recently returned from a two years’ stay in South America, 
during which he was employed by the government of Brazil to assist in 
reorganizing the fisheries investigations of that country, and to assist in 
a program of reorganization of the functions of the Museu Nacional in Rio 
de Janeiro. He also had an opportunity to carry on some very interesting 
field work in Southern Brazil. 

Dr. Myers, a member of the faculty of Stariford University since 1936, 
was previously in charge of the Division of Fishes in the United States Na- 
tional Museum. 

The public is cordially invited to hear Dr. Myers. 

—<—~ 
LECTURE ON THE Great Barrier REEF 


On webnespbay afternoon, October 31, Professor T. C. Roughley, F.R.Z.S., 
of Sydney, Australia, will give an illustrated lecture on “The Great Barrier 
Reef.” This reef, the greatest coral formation in the world, extends 1350 miles 
along the coast of Queensland. Professor Roughley, who is Curator of Fish- 
cries for the government of New South Wales, is the author of a book entitled 
“Wonders of the Great Barrier Reef.” He will exhibit some highly interesting 
motion pictures in color showing the Reef and its fascinating zodlogical in- 
habitants. 

The lecture will be held in Room 214, Simson African Hall, at 3:00 o'clock. 


The public is cordially invited. 


C2. 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 
Notice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council at its 
meeting on September 20, 1945, approved the applications of Mr. R. S. Mac- 
Collister and Mr. Albert S. Samuels, Jr., for Membership, and of Mr. Hugo 
Bauer, Jr., Mr. Ralph W. Luce, Mr. Peter H. Raven, and Mr. Kenneth Z. 
Stoddard, for Student Membership in the California Academy of Sciences. 
If no objection to the election of these applicants be received at the office 
of the Academy within two weeks after October 1, they will be considered 


elected. 
<> 


New Exuipsir oF FLuorRESCENT MINERALS 


A UNIQUE EXHIBIT of fluorescent minerals has been newly installed in the 
mineral corridor of the North American Hall, under the direction of Mr. 
William B. Pitts, Honorary Curator of Gem Minerals, Mr. Pitts has arranged 
the minerals on a rotating disc, half of which is illuminated by white light 
and half by ultra-violet rays. Thus the spectator may see the minerals in their 
ordinary colors, and observe their brilliant fluorescence as they pass into the 
ultra-violet field. The constant motion and kaleidoscopic change of colors 
provide a fascinating spectacle. 

Of twenty-six varieties of fluorescent minerals featured in the exhibit, the 
majority are from the United States. 


Orrer ReceEIVED FROM Honpuras 

A RECENT arrival at the Academy is a river otter (Lutra latidens) from Hon- 
duras. It may daily be seen disporting itself in the pool adjacent to North 
American Hall, a pool hitherto in the sole possession of a rather sleepy turtle. 

The otter was acquired from Mr. C. C. Cook of Brewer’s Lagoon on the 
east coast of Honduras, through the codperation of his brother, Mr, C, Wes- 
ley Cook of Oakland. The little animal was raised as a pet, and is very friendly 
and responsive to public attention. Playing in its sand-box or on its miniature 
“otter-slide,” it gives every indication of pleased awareness of the spectators 


attracted by its antics. 
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